
Time for Marine Debris to Degrade 
 

How long does it take for these marine debris to degrade? 
 

Apple core ● 

 
 
                ●       400 - 450 years                       

6-pack ring ● 

 
 
                ●        1-3 years                     

Disposable diaper ● 

 
 
                ●       2 months 

Plywood ● 

 
 
                ●     2 – 4 weeks 

Foam cup ● 

 
 
                ●   Undetermined 

Fishing line ● 

 
 
                ●       50 years 

Plastic bottle ● 

 
                       
        ●    3 months 

Paper towels ● 

 
 
                ●       600 years 

Waxed milk carton ● 

 
 
                ●       450 years 

Glass bottles / Jars ● 

 
 
                ●       450 years 
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